IV.  THE ANGLO-PORTUGUESE VOYAGES FROM BRISTOL
NO. 37. LETTERS PATENT TO JOAO FERNANDEZ FROM THE KING OF PORTUGAL, 1499, OCT. 28
From the Archives in the Torre do Tumbo at Lisbon.
[Oct. 28, 1499.] King Emanuel, etc. To as many as shall see this grant, we make known that Joao Fernandez, dwelling in our island of Terceira, has informed us that for God's service and our own he was desirous to make an effort to seek out and discover at his own expense some islands lying in our sphere of influence, and we, in view of this his praiseworthy desire and intention, not only thank him for it, but it is our pleasure and we hereby promise to grant him, as indeed we shall grant him, the governorship of any island or islands, either inhabited or uninhabited, which he may newly discover and find; and this with the same revenues, honours, profits and advantages we have granted to the governors of our islands of Madeira and the others; and for his protection and as a memorandum to ourselves we order this grant, signed and sealed by us with our seal attached, to be given to him. Given in our city of Lisbon on October 28. Andre Fernandez made this in the year of our Lord Jesus Christ, 1499.
Original Portuguese, with translation, in The Precursors of Jacques Carrier, by H. P. Biggar, pp. 31-2. First printed in 1883.
NO. 38. PETITION OF RICHARD WARDE, THOMAS ASSHEHURST, JOHN THOMAS, JO AO FERNANDEZ, FRANCISCO FERNANDEZ AND JOAO GONSALVEZ TO HENRY VII FOR LETTERS PATENT, 1501, MARCH 19
From the Public Record Office, Warrants for Privy Seals, Series II, No. 216.
[March 19, 1501.] Memorandum that on March 19, in the 16th year of King Henry VII, the following bill was considered by the Lord Keeper of the Great Seal of England at Westminster.
To the kyng our sovereyne Lord:
Please it your hignes of your most noble and haboundant grace to graunt unto your welbeloved subjectys Richard Warde, Thomas Asshe-hurst and John Thomas, merchauntys of your towne of Bristowe, and to John ffernandus, flraunces ffernandus and John Gunsalus, Squyers borne in the Isle of Surrys [Azores] under the obeisaunce of the kyng of Portiii-